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SfXine hUited th|*, feilure 
. to:- use and publish' the pic- 
: ,tures was part of an Elaborate 
; plot to frame Oswald^br c^er 
up an assassination conspir> 

acy* • 

' Reached by teleimone yes- 
terday, both doctors Stressed 
that their live testimony four 
months after the Nov. 22, 1963, 
murder was still the best 
evidence of where the wounds 
were. ? 

But Humes, who was senior 
pathologist at the Naval Med- 
jJcai Center at Bethesda, said 
H*the pictures showed just 
P^hat we testified, to.” 

His assistant at the 3-hour 
autopsy, Boswell, said the 
pictures proved that “the 

t awing we submitted” t6 the 
>mmission “was identical 
th the photographs.” 

The doctors went to the 
Archives building for the 
limited purpose of identifying 
and authenticating 65 X-rays, 
color transparencies and 
'black and white negatives that 


Dociprs Call 
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Two Who Performed 
Autopsy Say Piclpres 
Bear Oi;t 'Tes^iony, 
By John P. MacKenzie 

WMhlBcton PMC Stan Writer. 

Two of the three patholb^ 
'] gists who perfoTmed 
autopsy on President KennwCsr 
have gni|nbijg^ that newly* 
a^^abie ^photographs of thie* 
n bear out thei? 
before the Warren 

Navy Cmdrs. 
nes and J. Thom- 
jaw the pictures 
he fim/'tlme Tuesday 
moon, ■a" day after they 
^ turned I. !.over to the, 
^pnal Aitdjives..; by the 
leiuedy family^ 

If the doctorst^.evaluation of 
. theVpictures. iaj ci^ect, the. 
es bolsteFjtltfir official 
, reporii»^rf--although 
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isj^ did not see 
-pS support- ‘ the 
fcbnclusion- thkt 
^Oswald alone 
jfdent ^ 
fssion conclud^ 
that Presidi^nt Kennedy and 
Texas Gov. Johi:^^ B. Coim^ly, 
who were, "riding withf, Iheir 
wivesj^ In - a Dallas motorcade, 
were wounded by the ‘same 
I bullet, which passed through 
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^Two naval pathologists i,who 

performed the autopsy^ on 
President John F, Kennedy have 

gragy taken in connection with 
the autopsy. 


The pictures substantiate their 
testimony before the Warren 
Commission, the two concluded. 

The pathologists, Cmdrs. 
James J. Humes and J. Thorton 
Boswell, saw the photographs 
for the first time Tuesday 
afternoon, one day after they 
were turned over to the National 
Archives by the Kennedy fami- 
*r. 

The film had been given to the 
Secret Service undeveloped the 
night the autopsy was per- 
form^ at the Bethesda Naval 
HospitaL X-rays taken during 
the autopsy on Nov. 22, 1963, 
were developed at the hospital 
and used in making their report, 
the doctors said. 

Identification Visit 

Humes and Boswell went to 
the Archives Btdlding for the 
limited purpose of identifying 
and authenticating the 65 x-rays, 
color transparencies and black- 
and-white negatives. During the 
task, however, they paused long 
enough to compare key pictures 
with their own recollections. 

Both doctors said the pictures 
add nothing to testimony they 
gave the commission. “These 
photos are nothing more than 
supportive evidence,'* Boswell 
said. When he and Humes 
testified, they presented draw* 
ings showing the location of 


and the paths 
the two bullets 


followed by 
which hit him. 

The commission did not see 
the autopsy I photographs and X- 
rays— a fact which has been the 
focus of some recent criticism of 
the panel’s finding that tee 
Harvey Oswald acted alone in 
the assassination. ; 

utopsy data showing the path * 
a bullet through the Presi- J 
it’s neck has beea , called • 
idal to the commission’s 
elusion that one bullet may , 
e struck Kennedy . and then ; 
le on to hit Texas Gov. John 
Innally. 

Inquires Reported 
The Archives reported it has 
received several inquiries about 
the possibility of viewing the 
photographs and other material 
related to the assassination. 

Under conditions set by the 
Kennedy family, it is practically 
impossible for anyone other than * 
government investigative units 
to see the autopsy photographs 
for at least five years; 

During the period, only the 
family has the power, to decide 
who sees the photographs^; After 
the initid five, years,* patholo- 
gists add persons in' related 
sciences may view the pictures 
—again ohiy with family permis* 
Sion, ■ • ‘ Y. 

The remainder of the assassi- 
nation evidence eventually iwill 
be made available, t^. scholars ^ 
and other persons stUdyUig the 
assassination. The ih Archives 
plans to put none of the material 
on public display. 


had been in* the possession of 
the Kennedy family for nearly 
three years. They spent 3% 
hours at their task, however^ 
pausing long enough to com- 
pare key pictures with"tU«ir 
own recollections. 

The Kennedy family, after 
negotiations with the Justice 
Department, agreed to donate 
the materials to. the Archives 
under restrlctibns against pub- 
Uc display or any sensatioi^l- 
ized or undignified use of 
them. 

Federal investigators of the 
assassination were given un- 
limited access, but any non- 
governmental access will re- 
quire the approval of the fam- 
ily representative, former 
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GeneraJ 


Assistant 
Burke M, 

The National' Archl;^es re- 
'Ceived several to see 
the materiala'..ye9terd4^, Mark 
Lane, a New. York attorney 
and on^ofj^e Cqnimisrion's 
moet. steefem hritics^^w he 
was cOnsideriiig law- 

stilt to cpmpA unreatrlcted 
public access, to the materials. 
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Meanwh 

IstatiqQ^X 


hnson Aidmin- 
i began yrelgh- 


b/comraunica ting 
to public the meaning of 
the pictures without violating 
Kennedy family restric- 
l^ns and without making it 
^appear that a full-blown re- 
examination of the\ Commis- 
sion findings wa^ under way. 


